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the Chaffing Cribs; The Introducing Houses,
the French HouseSj etc.
by
The Lord Chief Baron
It was the kind of book that, since Harman
and Thomas Dekker, has appeared every half-
century or so; a companion to Ned Ward's
London Spy and Pierce Egan's Life in London
and Westmacott's English Spy] except that each
of these somewhat unkempt authors could have
given this Victorian a lesson in seernliness and
reticence. Not that there is anything in it that
would shock a sensible person, and obviously
nothing that shocked the supposedly susceptible
Victorians; only gossip about things that people
in those days accepted much more calmly than
modern authority accepts them. It only says
openly to its Victorian readers the kind of thing
that intellectual novelists of this emancipated
age have to print privately*
The editor, the "Lord Chief Baron," was a
man named Renton Nicholson, well known to
students of nineteenth-century life. He kept
various taverns and hotels in Londoil, and was
the inventor of the successful Judge-and-Jury
Trials, held nightly at one of his houses, the
"Garrick's Head" in Bow Street. These were
mock trials of imaginary divorce cases and